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Abstract

The aim of the present study was to identify the effective components in smart
governance in Iranian sports. The present study is exploratory and applied in nature.
The statistical population consisted of 17 specialists and experts in the field of the sports
industry (senior sports administrators of the country, sports diplomats, professors of
sports management with at least 5 years of experience in diplomacy and sports
development, and sports industry professionals (manufacturers of sports products)).
Sampling was conducted using purposive and snowball methods until theoretical
saturation was reached, and the data were analyzed using thematic analysis. The results
showed that 11 effective components in smart governance in Iranian sports fall into four
categories: contextual factors (prerequisite groundwork and citizen empowerment),
macro factors (legislation, transparent governance, quality of governance, and smart
management), technological factors (technological developments, the nature of
smartization, and electronic participation), and infrastructural factors (technological
infrastructure and communication-interactive technology). The findings of this study
indicate that the realization of smart governance in Iranian sports requires strengthening
technological infrastructure, digital empowerment of citizens and managers, and cross-
sectoral collaboration between sports and governmental institutions.
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