Olympic Studies
Vol. 3, No.2, Summer 2025

119-142

The effectiveness of counseling based on Rational Emotive
Behavioral Therapy on improving the mental health and
performance of an elite tennis player: a single-subject
experimental design

Mohsen Parvazishandi*- Reza Khakpour? - Mohammad VaezMousavi®
1.PhD Candidate in Counseling, Department of Counseling and Psychology, Roudehen
Campus, Islamic Azad University, Roudehen, Iran 2. Associate Professor, Counseling
and Psychology Department, Roudehen Campus, Islamic Azad University, Roudehen,
Iran3.Professor, Imam Hossein University, Tehran, Iran

(Received: 2025/01/31;Accepted: 2025/03/12)

Abstract

The aim of this study was to examine the effectiveness of rational emotive behavior
therapy (REBT)-based counseling on the mental health and performance of an elite
tennis player. A single-case experimental design was employed, with the participant
selected via convenience sampling from a pool of elite tennis athletes following an
initial evaluation. Data were collected using the General Health Questionnaire (GHQ-
28), the Irrational Performance Beliefs Inventory (iPBI), and performance scores at
baseline, during the intervention, and at a three-month follow-up. Both visual and
statistical analyses demonstrated that REBT-based counseling led to improvements in
athletic performance, mental health, and reductions in irrational beliefs, with gains
maintained at follow-up. Social validation data from the athlete and coach indicated
high satisfaction with the intervention, with both attributing positive changes in
performance, belief systems, and overall mental health to the counseling process.
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1, External Event/ Adversity/ Activator
2, Beliefs
3. Consequences



Iy d/}) Ceodlaw QH:')’J&J'L?L:.@&JMJ)&J')dlnjd)g‘sjﬁ.’.ao‘)ju.o‘;aﬁ:‘q);/

el 5 85 15wl VU 5105 5 0 65 s
So 5l S ) l Gl 9 (ST Gl el
3,550, 5l eolawl a5 wsols oyl b jigh Cawl a5l
5 OLBE)s 4 Wl e Slra SDie 513,
WS S8 Hlad byl o Dllxes g 35 ped Cg e
aile sod o by WS cply ogdle L(VA)
Tobm ,o sl K555 ol slaw &5 JLgd
5 ol (0lydl (B35 Sy e 0,10 S92y Bl
a5 Cowl Sgazme ;505 50 )0 (glad > ()] SK0 555 Slases
e 5 iy 85,28 shaaddy 5,0
5o oldl slass pals cel gaoge (pl raiiin
o GElagly, Sllllae jo &S50 sl e
or ookl Bae cplpls (V) 0sd e
SHhie )L, ploys n (S byslie (i)
b ass ohlIK8))9 o 8dee 5 gy Sdles p (Slren
Sas & argl Sn 6300 S5 bl eolinl
Shostiinl b oy & auwy o0 Sl 4 0l iagh
@ e 1) i O RaRgh (63,90 S 00,
3 g S Tas bolaiwl jelate 4y aslice slas S5g, Sl
(ol pogdle 9,5 (b9 Lae 55 0 jglive Sl
6y gaiadsy,) Sledbl Wl e dnlllas ol gl
03,5 ool (o059 luledily; 5 (LSS5 (ol e
@ OhS) 55 018 S5t 1 65550 o)l 5

e &l s ALl j0 g

Orzeed g Shladl (il laygl o (i

OV F) Casl 00,5 ol Jlas o550 )00 59 o Slas
Lol ‘&.3‘00; wor L)‘)Li”‘))ﬁ P ‘) @w QS’)L“:
e 258l 0Ll sla 559 59 el Clindos
3 e (goe SB35 59, 2 Bes 9 039 Sgacs
@7 S,k vezse Sliiod el g conl odg:
5 ety 7y b Slidllas 5 wiles S ooliul g S
Sladed . (V0) wilad )5 1,8 axg50,50 yieS (69,90
2yl ogaz )0y saaled Wl o0 63,90 S5
Olaazia g 1,5 gl gl p aS aws &l oMlas
O S a5 SleMbl 93l oyl pogdle Lo jls Coonl
Syl (plolid 15 g (35,9 (emlidply) Sleas
SeS Slae i azpe LAl s g8
Slaase gy o bl e, ol 5l S
xS, a Gk 5l mls o e g Col Coal Fl>
Sebioo Jolo 38 (63,90 ST G slag,b
r orgas 33 () bpiagh 350eS 0l (1Y)
Oloy cudle g (Bhiepe 5 bt eyl
ST sleo,Sus) 4 daxgs pae izmen 5 0184559
o Ygana 455 88555 w0ip> cnl 53 69590
S w) L b, was sslaygls, oleled
(Solgls pazs ollanl )l gl Wiy
el opde (VA) wily gl paiees o clozz]
sl Jolge 5 (5o (e e sla gl 9 )53l 0929
Sfles S azisys 5 8055 Sls, sleylad
e 0l 53 (10) dgon 485 Jlaiys OUT (225

aoils aS il ol By alex I s



)f*fob....glf‘ro‘)u o 0‘)}& “_{y/&:rulbo

Irre

@ 1) 59iS e (o o ) Cugde Al g axsls
yol> Liagh sl a e 850 0 (o S uw
s 33 5 g iy G o) il a2
JUo)l b ol ol QBl Giaghy )0 jpa> Cu
iy L5594 okl O 50 4 gy Sledlb
ool 5l oy Singh eyiwd 30 45 e
395y aiblya e ylad g0 )0 15 0b CanlgS o
A e a8 el gy szl W) o )
2 Py bl cols) edlel [l g0 ()85 )
el 45 59 00d 55 550 4 ol Eredllo
Ll Glre 4 (aghy Gzl )0 e 4 Cuidlye
S s UK ol 1 53,50 3,8 (pne  3
23 ga> Sex By Sl Gad jasie ) w
5 opes Swdle ladsliinn (hagh anl)
g0 Jlo)l o)l (6l o0 Shos ibaioyd sloysls
5 e ai sly SVlg @ b 0 atlgs ol )
Goinas,) Slyed & az gl o3 (G550 Euly
Ceodhs (pwlido ;o 1y Ol pad 1 3YL A5 (60,8 9 wiauls
Sl s (8 Shee (e pd sl sl 5 (oges

T RS TS

G290 = S5 2,75 Ty sleslitul b ragsy

b ! aaleY 6580 (903l 5wl b JS L
&L, pole jo el (60,50 SO Slinios sz b
Gl g, (V0) 0,05 o0 1,8 colainl 050 Ceodl
N Slades gleoje> sl ohigar 63,90 S
Sl 1y e SIS allg g0 1 ot aiads )
29,5 ldlae o cul (Ko aS ..\;.;S)Li.:;’.»T sl 8l

Aigd 48,8 syol

slp loasly @bt 4 Wil lagsb ol
il g aS S (a8ly (D)5 slaladse
(Ol [Bauses o) oL, 4l adlslas

(YY) o ylas
BASS S

Sl Gl ygents Jols S2l> gk dasle

Sl Sy il jeamx Lo mud 590)] 0 a5 Wog
osalin LBV 8 )les Jyur ;o 0Ul cbiciner
Gl alo VA 85559 8 50 ¢35 50 B0LS S i .Sl

Codled (ST s &5, 50 Jlo V) Sote 4 45 39

OB R Amole B Lh Cores b Shg ) Jou

S e o 53 o il

S By F /e EY/-A

YY/IAAES/E - a

Gaisody Jol duiy o ole ¥V e 4 (gl sl
S5 opa> 4 azgil 5 Cuavlosg joiS Jlo VA 5

5 g sl oley yo ( YLLS 0 g 5, o

iy 4 Celw ¥ (63, (nSlis job a4l
P dxez slojg) ) gl (il pogdle WS o oS

L. Follow-up



1Yd 0/}) Ceodlaw QH:')’J&J'L?L:.@&JMJ)LZJ;,dlnjd)g‘sjﬁ.’.ao‘)ju.o‘;aﬁ:@)f/

4,75 sl 095 (0,8 oli il Jdo 4y &5 oS
Vooro oliids | ol 5l G a5 o I el 5l .S o
A8 9 S9—B o0 axlye gaab Al L (10 Shee
A8 Lyl 1y e See LAl o g0 a0 Wilgs ced
Ol 0 aS )8 oy o b os e wlgs gl
ol CiS ol S Came o WS ey o Dl
ol e e Glej g s )18 Ygass IS
bl cpl ol (e aiile (6,881 0,55 1,8 Conbge
sl ey g aieysd Wl e pold oo plxil |
CanSls olisl (pl o 50 ST g (oS 12l sali o

S oo a5 | e SlBL SS9 9%

oolede Slyed rizmes g ol SLlebl 4 4z L

Syglenz Fotn 5 53 ,8lee ilateyé sla 5l
SNiae 5,L8) Hloyo 0,54, 5l ool wl g 00l
2 epdle il w5 clsi oo (55 sl Sl
el (YY) YoV J o o San o S o]
lajls o il 51 ol gl 45 iz
Dolad (eizren 5 OMSMe Gaiase,d 4 Wlsioe
ol 23y slajls 5 I8 555 80s SThol slajls o

WS S a5 Siagi 4

T NN TY)

—b—20ly) 58 63l Slasl 6590 b

Ao o paSilie b oo, ite alllas YY o 53,0
S gm0l s azam A bV o e
602 dnlr ez 5l e el a5 (V,0A= 2 K0L)

9 8250 (pl daxg b o wloog I35, L

3, Double Fault
4, Keegan

PISCIST A gy WV g VRN | FWOE R SURSYHR I WO

N

oS Sl Lz G0 90 S8 59 QLTI

ab 5 o S ge a9 U lajls ko lgie
)18y 0,50, 8,5 Sy LT a5 0gh jasii e b
9 75 > b s s Lo (59 gl Sl (GMae
145 suiils bl (T Y-V F Jlw o S0
bkl Joloo) 0,8 Alsl Al sloandly
sthie e a5l (whide 5l ol (oS slaaidly
Ol sl eolaiwl e ils cdllas iy ,9 40 (60,Nles
FrooGoe aand> plas b ol )5 wig oo 0,500,
b gl S Lyl 5l ey palmil Jsbo 4 4280
G B ol as lg3 (g5 5l lais g0 BaS S )5
) conl anlas S cols, ol 5l as Li5,9 o, Sles
5 055 Sl 5 S5 4 gl 5 5k oy 4
|, 31 5 lalnl (] 45 olaiondge pmizman
aS el bl gl oS Cam o il 00,5 4
a5 0, (5 8l g 59 5 Gl ddipen L“’)“"
e 3o 1zl 3550 50 ) ol sla (SIS
w2l win (295 g et ST aile (S e

sp@d.: uw5)_wVL5Ua> 50 )f‘ Lt 9 ‘.)‘.J J.Cb‘P C)

Slodlall 398 Sl purgy oDl pod )d Sl o8 e
5, Shee il e o) o Lol S |l Wil e I
2 ogdhe 0l 05 g 2y (g Ul L8
OIS e L st Slladl Hlais e 80555 <)
oads el yoloc w3l Hley G aS 5,8

1. Needs Analysis
2, Rapport



’f'fal."....::b';ro‘)l‘.ﬁ F 0‘)}«) “-(:A:-‘//OL‘JLAA

Ire

bzl d=lre (5 s 3 (52 008 slajgl (uedS
Nlgn B 3gr me Siagh sl gy ool 5l 09 I8
5 Cupde Slalr Gloo ol (gl Eod ) (>l
23Rl b g Cogi A e wiules 50 09,150 12 &
oLl dnd> g0 IS, plol & gy cnl 5o 5
A1 A e 4 Ysons cugit A pa (YY) 0l cyliS
90 b ylo jod Wilgi co g 99— g0 axdS ISl
S8y oy e A S5 05l JooSS gl al> e
b SaS (Sl S 1)) Gl e
(V) ol o] Upo | sazme ol g 0,8 igailsgs
g Ol sleul jo 50 S QIS ol b
Gyl 0aiSES 1l a4 dn b Gloa lyizme 4 4z gl
5 bl (L8 slo g, el 2 edle s
e da s (10,5 (S9)0 5 a sl sl )3,
Jols S5l la g, ol oolaiu] sanses b
5 ABCDE 5,k 09> slo S )5 5,k 5l 1S
IS .Of\c‘s&;ﬁ sl G,;QP als| puioren
Yl job 4 b ol &) ouisS &S i 4 s 6,18,
o1y 0gs &l anwgi o5l dhaie gloas L3
WS 2l s oy 2Kl G sl Condse
S s )90 baiS IS b (gl ggemme 5o
32 Sl GMie 558, 3505, b g0l il Al
S e 55 gl aa B T JIY. la e
SINIL sl agn ! slocassame o St
ol Sl el gesl 518, 56 slo s 05

4 Rational Self-talk
5. Repeated measurements

S oS b b bl Jolow A @l (e
B FOLY Al cotn aS 0h a8 qaad
359, el B (TF) 095 155 5 65 sl &
WVl b @y a5 Eul opl Sls D ok,
L1 ol g entS illr 4 a2lye ilate il diu 8
WS Sl P g maxr bk R S
S 0,8 Slai g S sy o5, ) 5100
S b eoliil Bys o a5 S, ol 5l eolan il
Coolaiils |y 0g5 Lidu Sl oy yiien (Ol (5w
o9 Splen b aid O a0 Ol Q)
Sl 1l g gl 05>l lamasiie 5wl
Joae jlgaraog b ald S Oye o Ol
Tosi g adoloe L ijeel S0 4y ABCDE
Sladr o Ly o5 adr 90 0 (B550] Al e
Sokg iy @ly o ad Ixlwg oS 550 5k s
dder Sy LS5 45 0is S slgidn Yo F Jlo o
2 Sl is 5,18, ploys (b9l Al yo o
colaS gladds £e JIFO Glul> 6,155 5 & )90
Yo DIV clo lo o olade ol 31 Ll sasS s
Slyme b cl iy 053 (o0 I3 sl Ao
Ao o 55 a5l aude s b 90,0 Bjg0] luds
Goldy sleyo Gzl Joliw o 5 vt 31 aS dlolxs
T 0 el (60)5 Glo e o Sl (Dlis
Ol 4 a2l i 3550 KL )9 4y oyl A L

ol 4 Lo dle e ol b 1 ol il

!, Education phase
2, Disputation phase
3, Reinforcement phase



vy 0/}) Ceodlaw QH:')’J&J'L?L:.@&JMJ)LZJ;,dlnjd)g‘sjﬁ.’.ao‘)ju.o‘;aﬁ:@)f/

Jms 2 55 s o8 ilate (i LS
8,5 15 L S ge el 0dd yizie (YF) VoYY
b ol Ggdd pBasS o808 wanl> 5o b o
A g dS Sie dud> sl I 095 ST
Sld> 5l (B yo 5 08 Gl Pl b Oj5 o
Al &l s S
3 Sk SIS syt b 5o 55
S0 o gy sl @SS eSS g 0l plox]
Sl p )38 b pizmen 5 baLISES ;2
Slaod> Y ojleds Joaz .88 o Jad anl>
Syg0 8ALS &S i gl a8 S Oye o Sl )

BERPRI-RVEL SUA S R B RV A LUV ISR 3
dgz> Ol ylai g Sl bl GG L wl aw gz al> 1o
s arsil lds |y ou s o Yy (og—as 5o
S by & oSSl (o el o SV (6 55k 0
S olel sl alils g et
ol gl ogud 4 CMSlae aSl 51 el (6l
oaS IS8 ;b Sg—w | Fge yob 4 g ] e g
30 OB A 8 b e g el ool cdl o
Slaeh) Wl oo o] Wig, Az gie o9 4y alsloe
sloial; & azgl , ol gla Jaall giws das,
S OO YNE Jlos o oK 5 gz sl
Shae 5,3, b o sleial) flge 4y S5 o

e g | 00 uL> ULAAM dlﬁ ‘_,’JL?:.».Q

yol> gy 5o Slrd SMie 6L loyd 05595 b MBI syl ST gy Y Jgu

O lowo

Oluder J>1y

@W@W&é)t;é)oh)oﬁwswulg&u] L] duwd>

ABC(DE) Josb olsly oigel @ Jo

359 0 0 Skes 5 Blile o jsl (5,105 S g @

Sl S5 Bl el
oy ol ol jad ) 42535 Al IS )y @l
shhie e slaysl Gl 5 (6,18 slavely » 5,05 @ P9
s Clyts Gindy n oS
2lags a8l oSt o
Sl S5 Bl e
ooy ol ol yad ) 42535 Al IS )y @l
hbiopt slojygl i @ ogu
sl anxl slacaadse g daplill ol sl (o) @ aolxe

Sgbon o, 8es 2l g Bllgly, Slip 4 e oS Slaciadse wyn @

Sl S5 B e

Oty s oo 4y 4LidS Al QIS )y @ Al

sibie et sloysl (ot e @

oas o0piS il> 4y slaysl pgas ;0 ABCDE Jow 5,5 54

c—wlio 6.\.5[5 Shle colw Cqz jo 05,5 4 SeS wiile G 5 colid 928 5l cola il
(25529%)

ool

2, The Rational Practitioner

L. Procedural reliability



,f’FdLgblro‘)u o 0‘)}& “_(y/&:rulbo

ITA

hie st (sloygl pansS e @ ol
odds oalS il 4 glayol gz o ABCDE Joe 65,54
ol 098 (3Kl 5 ke sla gl olx]
S g sl 938 5l eolanul
hbieyd byl ortS il 4 ol
oal 00.iS Al 4 sl gl ogas 5o ABCDE Joe 6 S ]
ol 098 (3Kl 5 ki sla gl olx]
Sus 5 L (98 5l eolatul
ooyl oawtS Gl & b 5l oo sbml wam ilate slo ol 5 dume ool s>
Oy Salasdse b aglieo ;o (359 ;5 oz lacaadge (ow) 2 Sl
6L, @IS g y9i8 5l ool
8,5 Oyg0 lagiisel 5 Allae Sl ) ol L gl
lise slacuadse jo b legs el e el
509 5 Hls latasdae o Lzl Cuz )18 5 Slres (LSS RIS &)
oD )}fﬁ Sld> g

o gy

Slaw YA 0,3 - (ogoe Cwodlw (b

2T S il by eges Cods Aol iy
g aaS ol bl Baa g ead gl VAVY Jlo
g ey ISl o Jly, oWl Sl
doliiow ol (YA) Cassl 00gs calizre slocaadge
Doy e 6, i o passlis e
Cedw daliiiow gl oole YA 3 conl 5Ll
o8l plad (sl a5 cunl Coje pl Gl soges
Ghls deliin ! (V) csl ouls 21k axel>
@ 9 Pkl (Glewa o alis (ulide 005 F
oy ol (S0l g sloix slas SIS Sle>
doliiw y (5l oole YA &oliiions p ()18 e jLiel

5 Y o alold b Tl s, b (sopes ceadle

4. Forehand
5. Backhand
6. Goldenberg

Sl s ee  sleesls  gyslaes jslateas

Sl 5 s YA pngas bl (sl
byl ez ol eolaial Yoo Sles  ilaie,.s
&3 S oe Ol pai duo )5 5 50 )90 )88 59 3 e
AP Sy 5 T 98 L g e Shol Olee an o
dw ,o glaosls ol b i baalie g,

03031 31 g (el 13 g3l Gty Sl g0 e
Som ol V) 6, Ao pe (rizren g (alSo)
s sl ger (@l dulr 3T ol
Sioild Glegly o BASES L jean aSylx]
0SS 1 e bics (YY) Cnl (55 4B culs,
5489 =S )b Oliee (gl 12l by, el

Lol ,o g ol allae o] Jlis! olee g Ll

1. General Health Questionnaire (GHQ-28)
2 Irrational Performance Beliefs Inventory (iPBI)
3. Serve
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. Irrational Performance Beliefs Inventory (iPBI)
. Primary irrational beliefs (P1B)
. Low frustration tolerance (LFT)
. Awfulizing (AWF)
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